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AGENDA 
• Introductions 
• FAFSA Update
• Phillip Fabian, Dallas County Promise 

• TASFA Update
• Leah Smalley, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

• Texas OnCourse Resource Spotlight  
• Samantha Gonzalez, Texas OnCourse 

• FAFSA initiatives from Leader Fellows 
• Charlotte Ward, Lubbock ISD 
• Jenny Patrick, Bangs ISD 

• Q & A and Wrap up 



Legislative Update 

House Bill 3 (Section 2.015)
• Requires students to complete and submit a FAFSA or 

TASFA before graduating from high school. The bill 
contains a provision that allows students and parents to 
opt out. 2020-2021 

House Bill 2140
• Directs the coordinating board to adopt procedures for 

students to complete the TASFA by electronic 
submission. 
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Updates on 2020-2021 
Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA)
October 1, 2019

Phillip Fabian
Manager, College Readiness & Success

Commit Partnership, Dallas County 
Promise
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• Question order alignment 
between FAFSA.gov and 
myStudentAid app

• Student’s SSN masked at log in 
on FAFSA.gov

• SAR availability in myStudentAid

• IRS DRT mobile-responsive
version

Federal Student Aid 2020-21 Updates
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myStudentAid 2020-21 Updates
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myStudentAid 2020-21 Updates
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myStudentAid 2020-21 Updates
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New Federal Student Aid Website Coming!
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Key 2020-2021 FAFSA Updates
• Updated to reflect changes to 2018 IRS tax forms

• Exemptions questions (38 & 87 on 2019-20) removed

• IRS has combined untaxed portions of IRA distributions 
with untaxed pensions on IRS forms

• Data elements currently transferred by IRS DRT will 
continue to be transferred for remaining questions
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Addressing IRS Tax Form Changes
Type of Tax Return Response Options

• Questions 33 & 80

• Removed 1040A or 1040EZ 
responses

• Added 1040NR and 1040NR-EZ 
to foreign tax return responses

§ 2019-20 
Student

§ 2019-20 
Parent
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• FSA developed a proxy for automatic zero (AZ) and 
simplified needs test (SNT) calculations of the EFC

• Questions 35 & 82 repurposed:
“Did (or will) you file a Schedule 1 with your 2018 tax return?”

*Schedule 1 reports other types of income not listed on 1040 & income 
adjustments

Addressing IRS Tax Form Changes
Schedule 1 Question

§ 2019-20 
Student

§ 2019-20 
Parent
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• Questions 38 & 87 on 2019-20 FAFSA removed

Addressing IRS Tax Form Changes
Removal of Exemptions Questions

§ 2019-20 
Student

§ 2019-20 
Parent
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• Combined on IRS tax forms & now combined on FAFSA

• Questions 44e & 92e updated:
“Untaxed portions of IRA distributions and pensions from IRS Form 1040 –
line 4a minus line 4b. Exclude rollovers. If negative, enter a zero here.”

Addressing IRS Tax Form Changes
Combined untaxed IRA distributions & pensions

§ 2019-20 
Student

§ 2019-20 
Parent
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• FAFSA training for adults with 
student/parent connections

• Peer mentors/ambassadors

• Multilingual prep resources and staff 
support through award letter review 
& verification

• Student & staff incentives (i.e. micro 
grants, grad cords, swag items)

2020-2021 Effective FAFSA Strategies
From Local & National Partners
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2020-21 TASFA
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Selective Service 
Statement 

ü The TASFA will include the 
Selective Service Registration 
Status statement. 

ü The statement will include 
additional options for students 
to designate their current status.
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Question 19

The 2020-21 TASFA will no 
longer include credit-hour 
ranges in Question 19.

Feedback from institutions 
indicated that the 
additional information did 
not help with processing 
the application. 
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Untaxed 
Income

Question 68 was updated to align with FAFSA.
Question 71 was added to align with FAFSA.
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Federal Assistance 
Programs N/A option added to each program.
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Non-Tax Filer Non-tax filer expenses removed.
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Question 82 Note added under certification statement instructs 
students to print and sign copies if applying at multiple 
schools.



RESOURCES SPOT LIGHT
Financial Aid Applications
Types of Scholarships
Best Practices for TASFA Tracking
State Financial Aid Eligibility Requirements 



Financial Aid 





Conversation starters:



For educators: For students: 



https://www.pinterest.com/texasoncourse/ 



Leader Fellows 
Financial Aid Best Practices 



Pre-FAFSA Work

• FSA ID DAY  
• Seniors apply for FSA ID before October 1
• Teach students to help parents set up parent FSA ID 

• Parent accounts are set up 

Jenny Patrick, Bangs High School  



Pre-FAFSA Work 

• Know your net
• Financial aid reward packages 
• Work within Business English/English 4 
• College cost research 

• Financial Aid Workshops 
• Advertise on social media
• Remind 101 helps increase participation 

Jenny Patrick, Bangs ISD 



FAFSA Completion

• Financial Aid workshops 
• Workshop style in computer labs 
• Community college support at events

• FAFSA Step-by Step Guide 
• Available on social media 
• Students and families can complete at home 

Jenny Patrick, Bangs High School 

https://www.ucango2.org/publications/fafsa/FAFSA_5_Steps.pdf


Pre-FAFSA 

• Life 101 Folder
• Create in 10th grade English courses 
• TSI scores, projects, presentations, SAT/ACT scores 
• SAR report, financial aid documents 
• Application information and receipts 

Jenny Patrick, Bangs ISD 



Partner Programs 

LEARN 
(TRiO program) 

• 2 advisors assist with FAFSA completion 
• 5 parent FAFSA days to work directly with parents 
• Parent information night each fall 
• Counselors and LEARN advisors present in English 

classes 
• Types of financial aid

Charlotte Ward, Lubbock ISD 



Financial Aid activities

• College and Career Fair 
October and April 

• District high school handbook 
Financial Aid
Texas grant eligibility
Parent email and department website

• Spring Junior parent night  

Charlotte Ward, Lubbock ISD 



Financial Aid activities

• Scholarship list with district brochure 
Parent email and department website

• Spring Junior parent night  
• TXOC Texas Guaranteed Tuition programs 
• Apply Texas Counselor Suite tracking 
• 2019-2020 Texas Tech partnership 

Charlotte Ward, Lubbock ISD 



Common Mistakes Made on the 
FAFSA

• Correct Name 
• match your social security card and college application

• Grade Level 
• students are an incoming freshmen
• “Never attended college/1st year” and “1st bachelor’s degree” or 

“1st associates degree/certificate”. 
• Dual Credit Attended College/1st Year 

• Signatures on the FAFSA 
• The student and parent must BOTH sign

• Income Earned 
• Income that was not reported on the tax return, such as child 

support received
• Taxes Paid – This amount cannot be the same as the Adjusted 

Gross Income (AGI)
• Parents’ Marital Status – Find out their status



Helpful Tips for FAFSA

• Do not update any answers that say “Transferred from the 
IRS” or the institution may require students to supply additional 
documentation.

• When using the tool to retrieve tax information for both the 
student and parent, you will have to complete this process twice 
before submitting the FAFSA, once under the Student Financial 
Information Section and once under the Parent Financial 
Information section.

• If you get an error message, verify that the information you 
entered exactly matches the information on the Federal Income 
Tax Return. For example, if drive is “Dr.” on your tax return, you 
must enter “Dr.” in the IRS Data Retrieval Tool. 



FAFSA Video Tutorials and Helpful Links

• 11 Common FAFSA Mistakes
• The Parent’s Guide to Completing the FAFSA from Start to Finish
• 8 Steps to Completing the FAFSA
• After the FAFSA: What Happens Next
• 10 Myths About the FAFSA and Applying for Financial Aid
• Helping Youth in Foster Care Prepare for College and Careers
• First Generation Students
• Texas Hazlewood Act Exemption Application
• Texas Veterans Commission
• CSS Profile

https://blog.ed.gov/2016/09/12-common-fafsa-mistakes/
https://blog.ed.gov/2015/12/parents-guide-completing-fafsa/
https://blog.ed.gov/2016/09/8-steps-filling-fafsa/?utm_content=sf50869259&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=spredfast&utm_campaign=Federal&sf50869259=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1c1gNefSw78
https://blog.ed.gov/2016/10/10-myths-fafsa-financial-aid/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/apps/financialaid/tofa2.cfm?ID=480
http://www.firstinthefamily.org/highschool/index.html
https://www.tvc.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Forms-TVC-ED-1-and-TVC-ED-1a-Texas_Hazlewood_Act_Exemption_Application_with_Supporting_Documents_Instructions-June-2016.pdf
https://www.tvc.texas.gov/education/hazlewood-act/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/


Questions for our Guest 
Speakers
Type your question in the chat box!



WEBINARS IN 2019-2020 

November 5th, Endorsements and Career Pathways 

December 3rd A-F Accountability: Make an Impact 
Using Texas OnCourse 

https://texasoncourse.org/tools/monthly-webinar-
series/

https://texasoncourse.org/tools/monthly-webinar-series/


Thank you!
Follow up email with recording, links, and resources is soon to 

come! 


