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Texas On Course: 
Assessments and 
Test-Taking Strategies



Mission-Driven

We create products that  genuinely 
help our customers succeed.

Research-Based

We use data and research to drive 
policy, product and business 

decisions.

Nonprofit

We re-invest in research, programs 
and services to support our 

mission.

Today’s ACT



ACT 
Holistic 
Framework
The holistic model of education 
and work success

Core Academic 
Skills

Cross-Cutting 
Capabilities

Behavioral 
Skills

Education & 
Career 
NavigationEnglish Language Arts

Mathematics
Science

Information and 
Communication Technology
Collaborative Problem 
Solving
Thinking Skills
Learning Skills

Acting Honestly 
Getting Along Well with 
Others
Keeping an Open Mind
Maintaining Composure
Socializing with Others
Sustaining Effort

Self Knowledge
Environmental Factors
Integration
Managing Career & 
Education Actions
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Collects data from almost 10,000 educators 
every 3 to 5 years about what entering 

college students should know and be able to do 

to be ready for college-level coursework in 

English, math, reading, and science.

• The results inform ongoing efforts to 

develop, refine, and update common 

academic standards and to inform 

policymakers and educators.

• The results help guide development of ACT’s 

curriculum-based assessments—ACT Aspire™ 

PreACT ® and the ACT® test—and ensure 

that they meet the needs of college and 

career readiness.

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/NCS_Report_Web.pdf 

National Curriculum Survey

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/NCS_Report_Web.pdf
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ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
Scores on the ACT and PreACT subject-area tests that represent the level of 

achievement required for students to have a 50% chance of obtaining a B or higher or 

about a 75% chance of obtaining a C or higher in corresponding credit-bearing first-

year college courses.

Benchmarks

Subject ACT Score First Year College Course

English 18 English Composition

Math 22 College Algebra

Reading 22 Social Sciences

Science 23 Biology

ELA 20 English Composition and Social Sciences

STEM 26 Calculus, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and Engineering
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The ACT® test is a curriculum- and standards-based 
educational and career planning tool that assesses students' 
academic readiness for college.

The ACT Overview



Number of ACT-Tested High School Graduates in 2018

1.9  Million Students (55% of the national graduating class)





The ACT 
Test 

Facts 
and 

Benefits

Facts
• The only college admissions 

test linked to the ACT College 
and Career Readiness 
Standards 

• Accepted by all four-year 
colleges and universities in the 
United States

• Enables school and district 
leaders to trace student 
performance with aggregate 
and standards-based reporting 

• Used by many states as an 
instructional improvement 
program statewide to improve 
the college and career 
readiness of their students

• The only college entrance exam 
that includes a science test and 
STEM score to compare with a 
validated STEM Benchmark

• Helps students plan for their 
futures with tools such as the 
ACT interest Inventory, Student 
Profile Sections, Career Map, 
and Career Readiness Indicator

Benefits
• Raises college awareness and 

exposure among all students—
rather than just self-selected, 
college-bound students—when 
used statewide

• Helps educators improve 
curriculum and instructional 
tools with the alignment of the 
ACT subject test scores to ACT 
College and Career Readiness 
Standards

• Motivates students to perform 
to their best ability and often 
results in increased college 
enrollment, for 
underrepresented students

• Helps students identify 
personally relevant career 
options Offers interventions to 
assist students in educational 
and career planning

• Provides colleges with detailed 
information for recruiting, 
advising, placement, and 
retention 23



• Curriculum-based college entrance 
exam

• Measures academic achievement
– English
– Mathematics 
– Reading
– Science
– Writing (optional)

• Scores based on number of correct 
answers

– No penalty for guessing

• High-stakes assessment

The ACT Overview

How do you know if you need to take the ACT writing test
https://actapps.act.org/writPrefRM/#_ga=2.208036562.1984668704.1530563344-
2049578482.1528134695

https://actapps.act.org/writPrefRM/
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The ACT Student Score Report
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Key Noncognitive Components

• High School Course/Grade Information
− Courses completed or intend to take
− Grades received

• ACT Interest Inventory
− Helps students explore personally relevant 

career options

• ACT Student Profile Section (SPS)
– Educational and vocational aspirations
– Post-high school plans
– Activities
– Accomplishments
– Needs

The ACT Features
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Receiving Student Scores Report
• Multiple-Choice scores available online beginning two weeks 

after test date
• Writing scores can take an additional 3-4 weeks

Sending scores
• 4 free score reports to schools of student’s choice

− If requested at the time of registration

• Additional score reports can be requested at any time for 
nominal fee

The ACT Features
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Student Score Report

• Understand your scores
– www.actstudent.org/scores/understand

• Using Your ACT Results
– www.act.org/aap/pdf/Using-Your-ACT-Results.pdf

The ACT Features

http://www.actstudent.org/scores/understand
http://www.act.org/aap/pdf/Using-Your-ACT-Results.pdf




Fee 
Waivers
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Eligible students may use a maximum of TWO 
separate ACT Fee Waivers.

Waiver used once the student registers or submits a 
standby request even if the student does not test on 
the requested date.
___________________________________
Students may request for waiver or deferral of 
College Admission Application Fee:
http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/docum
ents/RequestForWaiverForm.pdf

http://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/RequestForWaiverForm.pdf


ACT Resources 



Practice Tools from ACT
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Page 109

Preparing for 
The ACT 
(includes 

practice test)

Free practice 
Questions 

online

The Official 
ACT Prep 

Guide
ACT Rapid 

Review

Question of 
the Day –
changes 

daily

ACT Sample 
Tests

ACT Online 
Prep

Tips for 
Taking the 

ACT

ACT 
Alternate 
Format 
Practice 

Tests
Paid 

Resource
Free 

Resource

Key:

ACT 
Academy

Students who register for the ACT with a fee waiver have access to ACT Rapid Review 
All Access (ACT Review Live and Demand) and ACT Online Prep at no cost.



Available Now:

ACT Academy
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FREE Online ACT Test Prep Tool

https://academy.act.org/

https://academy.act.org/


ACT Academy
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Personalized, self-guided plan based on their test results from the PreACT, 
ACT, or official ACT practice tests available directly on ACT Academy. 

Students will also be able to take a full-length ACT test

Access to educational videos, games, activities, quizzes, lesson 
plans, and assignments

Online and easy to use with the flexibility on how and when they 
prepare for the ACT

Tips and Strategies for taking the ACT exam 
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ACT Academy Test Prep for Students

• Dashboard tracks student 

mastery towards subjects 

and reporting categories

• Completion is tracked

• Predicted score given 

based on practice tests

• Fun, encouraging language



Quizzes and Full Length Test

Now TWO full 
length tests and 
80+ quizzes!
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ACT Online Prep (AOP) 

Structured, comprehensive, student driven ACT prep course 
$39.95 per student (6-month subscription) 



ACT Rapid 
Review 
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ACT Rapid Review Live ($75 – 3 months)

• A virtual classroom. Get live instruction from the 

experts, delivered online. 

ACT Rapid Review On Demand ($40 – 6 months) 

• A video archive at your fingertips. Access a 

library of top-quality recorded instruction.

ACT Rapid Review All Access ($99- 6 months)

• Includes both ACT Rapid Review Live and ACT 

Rapid Review On Demand.



English 
Learner 
Supports

The ACT and PreACT

• Available now…

• Additional time on test (not to exceed time-and-a-half)

• Use of an approved word-to-word bilingual dictionary 
(containing no word definitions)

• Test instruction provided in the student’s native language 
(including Spanish and a limited number of other languages 
initially)

• Testing in a non-distraction environment (i.e. in a separate 
room)

For the ACT test, English Learner supports will be requested by 
schools on behalf of their students utilizing ACT’s Test 
Accessibility and Accommodations (TAA) system.
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Counselor and 
Educator 
Resource 
Materials

• Administrator Newsletter

• Counselor Newsletter

• Counselor’s Guide 

• ACT/College Board 2018 Concordance

• Sample Score Reports

• Resources by Grad Class 

• Class of 2019 Newsletter

• Class of 2020 Newsletter

• Class of 2021 Newsletter
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https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-

services/the-act-educator/resources.html
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eBooks



Making the Most 
of the SAT ®



• The SAT is accepted by every U.S. college.

• 2 out of 3 students raise their scores when they retake the SAT.

• Students who take the PSAT/NMSQT get higher SAT scores, on 
average, than those who don’t.

• Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy is free and personalized for all 
students.

• Students who use Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy for 20 hours 
gain an average of 115 points from the PSAT/NMSQT to the SAT. 

• There’s no penalty on the SAT for guessing or leaving questions blank.

Did You Know?



Primary Factors

• Quality and Challenging Academic Courses
• Academic Performance/Grades
• Test Scores (SAT, SAT Subject Tests,  AP, etc.)
• Extracurricular Activities
• Essay(s)
• Letters of Recommendation
• Demonstrated Interest

A student's SAT score is just one 
factor among many
that colleges consider when 
making an admission decision. 

The SAT® and the 
Admission Process
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Beyond Tests, More Opportunities

SAT Suite of 
Assessments



Ø Consists of the Reading
Test (65 minutes) and
the Writing and Language 
Test (35 minutes)

Ø Both are multiple choice 
and based on passages

Ø Measures Words  in 
Context, Command of 
Evidence, Expression of 
Ideas, Standard English 
Conventions, Analysis in 
History/Social Studies, 
Analysis in Science

Evidence-Based 
Reading and Writing

What’s on the SAT
®
?

Ø Two sections: Math Test –
Calculator (55 minutes),
Math Test – No Calculator
(25 minutes)

Ø Mostly multiple-choice 
questions; some student-
produced response 
questions

Ø Focuses on: Heart of 
Algebra, Problem Solving 
and Data Analysis, Passport 
to Advanced Math, 
Additional Topics in Math, 
Analysis in Science

Math

Ø Similar to college 
writing assignments

Ø Essay prompts are 
always the same, but 
passages
will vary

Ø Explain how author 
builds an argument to 
persuade an audience 
using evidence in 
passage

Essay (optional)

» Length: 3 hours 
» Score range: 200–800 per section, 400–1600 overall
» No penalty for guessing or blank responses 

» Length: 50 minutes
» Score range: 2–8 in each 

dimension: Reading, Analysis, 
and Writing



SAT® Scores and 
Subscores
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When should students take the SAT?
Ø Spring of junior year

Ø Again in the fall of senior year

Taking the test a second time can:
Ø Show how much students have practiced and learned 

since the last test

Ø Prove an increase in students’ academic skills

Ø Strengthen students’ college applications

When to Register

SAT Date
Registration 

Deadline

Register at sat.org/register

March 9, 2019 February 8, 2019

May 4, 2019 April 5, 2019

June 1, 2019

August 24, 2019

October 5, 2019

December 7, 2019

May 3, 2019

July 24, 2019

September 6, 2019

November 8, 2019



• The essay component of the SAT is optional. Some colleges may 
require or recommend the SAT Essay as part of their application 
process. 

• Students should contact colleges directly if unsure of their essay 
policy.

• Students can sign up for the SAT Essay during registration or by 
the late registration deadline.*

*Depending on availability of test materials, room space, and proctors, the essay may be 
added on test day for students who requested it even if they missed the late 
registration deadline.
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Registering for the 
SAT® with Essay



Four free reports are included 
with SAT® registration. 

Sending Scores

Score Choice™ enables students to:

• Choose which scores to send to colleges by 
test administration.

• Send only the scores they want to send to 
colleges*.

*Students will need to comply with an institution’s stated score-
use practice.

Students can use their free reports up to 9 days after their test date.
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SAT Resources
collegeboard.org/counselors
sat.org/k12



Fee Waivers 
Updates
SAT Fee Waivers no longer expire.



Free Tests & Free Feedback

•2 Free SAT tests, with or without the essay

•6 Free SAT Subject Tests

•2 Question-and-Answer Service (QAS) or Student Answer Service (SAS) – free as a 
part of the online score report

College Benefits
•Sends scores to as many colleges as you want for free

•Waived application fees at participating colleges (collegeboard.org/waiver-colleges)

•Apply for financial aid with an unlimited number of CSS Profile application fee waivers 
for first time, domestic college applicants (This means that along with filling out the 
FAFSA, low income students can apply for financial aid from as many colleges as 
they want for free.)

Additional Benefits
•A fee reduction for multiple-choice score verification or essay score verification

•Late registration with a fee waiver is allowed at no charge for testing in the United 
States or U.S. territories.

Coverage of the non-U.S. regional fee for fee-waiver-eligible U.S. students who are 
testing abroad
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Eligible students qualify for lifetime 
SAT fee waiver benefits they access 
directly in their College Board 
Accounts.

SAT® Fee Waivers



Official SAT 
Practice



satpractice.org

Free, Official SAT®

Practice Through 
Khan Academy
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Based on 250,000 students from the Class of 2017

Average number of points
gained from PSAT/NMSQT to SAT 
correlated to hours spent practicing 
on Khan Academy

Score Improvements 
with and Without 
Official SAT Practice



Usage is 
consistent across 
demographics



Coaching 
Resources
See student
progress and provide targeted
help based on their practice 



Resources for 
Educators

satpractice.org/k12

C
oach Tools

R
es

ou
rc

es
 fo

r L
in

ki
ng

Best Practices O
rganizing Practice Tests

Resources to Build Awareness



BigFuture™—
Search Colleges, 
Scholarships,
and Careers
• Search for colleges.

• Watch videos from real students.

• Hear from education professionals.

• Learn about different colleges.

• Get help paying for college.

• Build a personalized plan for
getting into college.
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Road Map to 
Careers
Roadtrip Nation and College 
Board are partnering to help 
students connect with careers.

• Choose your core interests.

• Watch videos of leaders who share 
your interests.

• Learn about majors and careers that 
align to your interests.

• See examples of leaders who 
followed a similar path.
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SAT Suite eLearning 
Modules
for Educators
sat.org/PD

Topics covered include:

• SAT 101

• Understanding College Board 
Accommodations

• Using the K–12 Score 
Reporting Portal

• Using Official SAT Practice on 
Khan Academy

• Empowering Students Using 
Score Reports



For Parents & 
Families

https://parents.collegeboard.org/

• Plan for college
• Learn about the SAT
• FAQ’s
• College planning calendar

https://parents.collegeboard.org/


• collegeboard.org/counselors
• sat.org/register
• sat.org/fee-waivers
• satpractice.org
• sat.org/scoresdemo

5  Key Things

1. Help students register for the right assessment at a nearby test center.

2. Make sure eligible students access their fee waivers.

3. Guide students to Official SAT Practice on Khan Academy and encourage 
them to link their College Board account.

4. Review the student score portal to help students understand their online 
score reports and take next steps.

5. Encourage students to retake the test and improve their scores.

Summary
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WEBINARS IN 2018-2019 

• MARCH 5th, 2019: Assessments and Test Taking Strategies 
• APRIL 2ND, 2019: Essays, Writing Samples and Resumes
• MAY 7TH, 2019: College Readiness and the TSIA Exam 
• JUNE 4TH, 2019: Advising Students with Unique Needs and 

Circumstances



Questions?



Announcements 
SAT Twitter Chat 12pm March 6th, 2019 
Leader Fellows Application Deadline March 8th, 2019 
April 2nd Webinar 10 am:  Essays, Writing Samples and Resumes



Middle School Career 
Exploration Contest
• Educators, enter to win $50 Amazon card by registering 30 

new students for MapMyGrad or MiddleGalaxy by end of 
March 

• Snap a pic, share on Twitter and tag @texasoncourse



Events 
• TACAC Conference, Addison, Texas  March 25th 2:30 pm
Texas OnCourse, A statewide effort to support college and career advising
• NACAC College Fairs

REGISTER FREE AT GOTOMYNCF.COM



Thanks for joining us!  
ACT, College Board, and attendees J


