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ApplyTexas vs. Coalition Application 

Apply Texas versus Coalition Application

Opens: July 1 of student’s HS senior year SAME Opens: July 1 of student’s HS senior year

Deadline: Dec 1 of student’s HS senior year SAME Deadline: Dec 1 of student’s HS senior year

Admission module AND Scholarships module DIFFERENT One seamless application – one page for 
scholarship questions (may opt out)

Student can submit the Admissions module 
and come back to the Scholarship module 

later
(but before the deadline)

DIFFERENT The student should NOT submit the 
application until EVERYTHING is complete

Once submitted, no changes can be made SAME Once submitted, no changes can be made



Scholarship Consideration Requirements
• Completed admission and scholarship applications

• High school transcript and test scores to Office of Admissions by deadline

• Essay A required

• Financial information section on Scholarship portion not required but STRONGLY 
ENCOURAGED for consideration for some scholarships

• We do NOT want resumes, transcripts, nor letters of recommendation sent to SFA 
(Special requests will be made directly to Brown, Terry, or Easterwood scholarship 
candidates)



Scholarship Consideration

Student could be 
considered in 1 to 6 
scholarship pool(s) 
depending on 
qualifications

Complete
Application

Endowed
Pool Achievement

Pool

Opportunity 
Awards

Century 
Scholars

Brown 
Scholars

Terry
Scholars

High Test Scores?

Targeted Texas 
High School?

Century Scholar 
School?

Texas Resident?
National Merit Semi-

Finalist?



Student Data Form
• Report non-TAMU scholarships awarded

(not applied for) using the Student Data 
Form available in the Financial Aid Portal.

• All scholarship checks should be made 
payable to Texas A&M University and 
sent to Scholarships & Financial Aid.

• SFA will conduct an email campaign in 
March to remind freshman to report 
outside scholarships. This is not part of 
the tracking letter process this year.



• Entering this data in the Student Data 
Form creates a “placeholder” for that 
amount of money in the student’s 
package. 

• It will appear as “Anticipated” aid

• Institutional Scholarships are listed as 
well in the “Awards” tab. 

•



FAFSA Information

• FAFSA is available each 
October for the next 
academic year

• TASFA available soon after



• What tax year information do students use for 2019 –
2020 award year?
• 2017

• Why should we encourage students to use the IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool (if eligible)?
• Reduces incorrect information

FAFSA Information



19/20 FAFSA
• Encourage students to use IRS DRT

• New FAFSA mobile app available: myStudentAid
– DRT available on myStudentAid app

• Currently tax transcripts are needed for students selected for 
verification

• Please remind students to check their email and their portal 
frequently for communication from the school 



Typical Financial Aid Timeline

Data Load

October 

2018

Tracking & Verification Processing

November/ December 

2018

Packaging & Notification 

End of January 2019 



Verification Steps



Verification Steps 

FAFSA is processed by the Dept. of Education

Student is selected for verification

Notified what documentation is needed 

Submit required verification documents to the institution

Financial aid office compares documents to FAFSA



Verification Steps Cont.

Financial aid office corrects information on FAFSA if needed

Corrections sent to Dept. of Education for processing

Dept. of Education recalculates EFC

New SAR and ISIR sent to reflect new EFC

Verification requirement is complete, awards may change



Verification Data 
• Income earned from work 

• Household size

• Number in college

• High school completion status

• Identity/statement of educational 
purpose

• Adjusted gross income (AGI)

• U.S. income tax paid

• Education credits

• Untaxed IRA distributions

• Untaxed pensions

• IRA deductions and payments

• Tax-exempt interest

• Other untaxed income



Portal Example



Portal Example



Verification Reminders

• We do not want any documents that are not requested in 
the portal
– Each student has specific documents requested based on their 

FAFSA data

• Be proactive in following up on turning in documents

• Our standard processing times have been slower but remind 
students to check the portal frequently



How to Request a Tax 
Transcript



Step 1: https://www.irs.gov/

Step 2:  Select “Get Your Tax Record”

Step 3: Click on one of the two retrieval 
options and follow the instructions. 

https://www.irs.gov/


TAMU Contact Us

Phone: 979.845.3236
Email: financialaid@tamu.edu
Website: financialaid.tamu.edu

Facebook: 
tamusfaid

Twitter: 
tamu_sfaid

mailto:financialaid@tamu.edu


Think Big.
Work Hard.

Achieve.



About the Cooke Foundation

$190
MILLION

2,500
COOKE SCHOLARS

$100
MILLION

CURRENT SCHOLARS & ALUMNIAWARDED IN SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED IN GRANTS



Cooke Scholarship 
Programs
The Young Scholars Program is a 5-year pre-college 
scholarship open to high-performing 7th graders. 
Recipients develop an Individualized Learning Plan 
each year in high school that is supported by an 
annual scholarship budget.

The College Scholarship Program is open to high-
achieving high school seniors who have financial need, 
seeking to attend the nation’s top 4-year colleges and 
universities. Recipients can receive up to $40,000 per 
year.

The Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship is open to 
top community college students seeking to transfer to 
a 4-year institution to complete their bachelor’s 
degree. Recipients can receive up to $40,000 per year. 



Educational 
Adviser

The educational adviser’s role includes:
• Conducting regular check-ins and annual Scholar 

visits.
• Helping navigate educational resources.
• Helping connect to a variety of educational 

enrichment opportunities.
• Creating academic support plans.
• Supporting the college or graduate school 

application process.



Active Scholars 
Network

Cooke Scholars attend colleges and universities 
spanning the country and globe.

Each year, the Foundation hosts a Scholars 
Weekend event attended by approximately 300 

Cooke Scholars.



Young Scholar 
Eligibility
• Entering 8th grade in the fall of 2019
• Has earned all or mostly As in core 

academic subjects in 6th and 7th

grade
• Submission of most recent 

standardized test scores
• Residing in the U.S. or a U.S. territory 

and plan to attend high school in the 
U.S.

• Demonstrate unmet financial need



College Scholar 
Eligibility

- Graduating from a U.S. high school in 
spring 2020

- Enrolling in a four-year college in fall 
2020

- Cumulative unweighted GPA of 3.5 
or above

- SAT score of 1200+ or ACT score of 
26+

- Demonstrate unmet financial need



Selection Criteria
Academic Achievement

Persistence
Leadership

Service to Others
Unmet Financial Need



Common 
Application

JKCF is a “member college” on the Common 
App and uses the Common App platform to 

host our Cooke College Scholarship application



Additional Info

Applications are open now!

Young Scholars application opens:

Monday, January 14, 2019

www.jkcf.org/ysp

College Scholarship Application opens:

Early Fall 2019

Stay connected:

www.jkcf.org/educator

http://www.jkcf.org/ysp
http://www.jkcf.org/educator


Scholarship and Financial Aid 
Resources

• Texas OnCourse module resources 
• Pinterest boards 
• DACA and undocumented student resources

Green Light 
Repository in Scholarship application module 

Create a virtual financial aid night 
Use these resources, websites, downloadable PDF’s 



WEBINARS IN 2018-2019 

• FEBRUARY 5TH, 2019: Advising and Teaching Career Pathways
• MARCH 5th, 2019: Assessments and Test Taking Strategies 
• APRIL 2ND, 2019: Essays, Writing Samples and Resumes
• MAY 7TH, 2019: College Readiness and the TSIA Exam 
• JUNE 4TH, 2019: Advising Students with Unique Needs and 

Circumstances



Questions?
Join us February 5th, 2018 10:00 am 
ADVISING AND TEACHING CAREER PATHWAYS 


