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AGENDA 

• Introductions 
• FAFSA Updates
• Texas OnCourse Resource Spotlight 

Samantha Gonzalez, Texas OnCourse 
• State Financial Aid Programs 

Leah Smalley, Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
• FAFSA Improvement Best Practices 

Holly Moore, Texas OnCourse Fellow, WISD 
• Webinars 2018-2019 
• Q & A and Wrap up 



Lara Gueguen
Senior Partnerships Coordinator, Texas OnCourse 



Samantha Gonzalez 
Program Coordinator, Texas OnCourse 



Leah Smalley
Assistant Director, Financial Aid Services
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 



Holly Moore
Texas OnCourse Leader Fellow 
College Adviser, Waxahachie High School, Waxahachie ISD



RESOURCES SPOT LIGHT
12 Common FAFSA Mistakes
University-Specific Financial Aid Policies







Additional Practice: FAFSA and TASFA 



https://www.pinterest.com/texasoncourse/ 



FAFSA Updates 
What’s new with the FAFSA



Changes on the 2019-20 FAFSA Form
• Fafsa.gov website has been redesigned to fit the 

screen size and shape of any device

•Online FAFSA form provides faster feedback (e.g., 
error notifications)

• Automatic-zero expected family contribution (EFC) 
threshold has increased from $25K to $26K



Tax Assistance
• Federal Student Aid has 

partnered with the IRS to 
inform citizens of services 
available

• Free help with tax filing 
through the Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance (VITA) program Photo credit: Worthington Libraries 
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State Financial Aid
OnCourse Webinar

Student Financial Aid Programs
November 6, 2018

242018 OnCourse Webinar
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FAFSA vs. TASFA 

State Priority Deadline

State Grant Programs 

State Loan Program

Exemption/Waiver Programs

Resources

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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Applying for State Aid

Texas Application 
for State Financial 

Aid (TASFA)

Free Application for Federal Student Aid – FAFSA
Students who can apply are:
• U.S. Citizens
• Permanent U.S. residents 
• Eligible noncitizens

The FAFSA application can be found at: www.fafsa.ed.gov

Texas Application for State Financial Aid – TASFA
Students who can apply are:
• Those classified as Texas residents who are not eligible to 

complete the FASFA
The TASFA and instructions can be found on the 
College For All Texans website at: www.collegeforalltexans.com

2018 OnCourse Webinar

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
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New State Priority Deadline

State Financial Aid 
Priority Deadline

January 15th

Beginning 2019-20 the state 
priority deadline date 

changed from 
March 15 to January 15
Each institution of higher 

education will define what it 
means to meet the priority 

deadline

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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Grants Loans

Exemptions Waivers

Types of 
Financial Aid

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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Selective Service Reminder

Individuals who were 
born male must be 

registered for Selective 
Service or be exempt. 

Encourage all male students to register at 
the age of 18. Males can register in one of 
the following ways:

• by checking "Register Me" on the FAFSA
application 

• by obtaining a selective service registration 
form at a U.S. Post Office

• by completing the reminder mail-back 
card sent to 18 year old males by 
Selective Service 

• by visiting www.sss.gov

2018 OnCourse Webinar

http://www.sss.gov/


TEXAS Grant

State Grant Programs

TEOG TEG
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TEOG – Initial Year (IY) Eligibility 

Student is classified by the 
institution as a Texas resident

Student is registered with 
Selective Service, or exempt

Student has a 9-month EFC of   
no more than $5,609

Student is enrolled at least 1/2 time

Student is enrolled in the first 30 
SCHs* or equivalent

*excluding dual enrollment or credits earned by examination 

Student has not been convicted  
of a felony or crime involving a 

controlled substance

NOTE: Additional requirements may apply so please refer to the program rules and guidelines to ensure compliance.

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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TEXAS Grant – Initial Year (IY) Eligibility 

Student is classified by the 
institution as a Texas resident

Student is registered with 
Selective Service, or exempt

Student has a 9-month EFC of   
no more than $5,609 Student is enrolled at least 3/4 time

Student is enrolled in the first 30 
SCHs* or equivalent

*excluding dual enrollment or credits earned by examination 

Student has not been convicted  
of a felony or crime involving a 
controlled substance

NOTE: Additional requirements may apply so please refer to the program rules and guidelines to ensure compliance.

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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TEXAS Grant – Initial Year (IY) Pathways

High School Graduate Enroll within 16 months of graduating from an 
accredited public or private high school in Texas 

Associate Degree Transfer Enroll in an eligible institution within 12 months of 
earning an associate degree in Texas 

TEOG Transfer TEOG recipient transferring with a 2.5 GPA and      
completion of 24 SCHs

Military Service Enroll within 12 months of being honorably 
discharged from military service

2018 OnCourse Webinar



TEXAS Grant 
Priority Model 
Consideration

PRIORITY AREAS REQUIREMENT(S)

Advanced 
Academic Program

• 12 hours of college credit (dual credit or AP) 
• Complete the Recommended or Advanced High 

School Program or its equivalent 
• Complete the International Baccalaureate (IB) 

Program

TSI Readiness • Meet the Texas Success Initiatives (TSI) 
assessment thresholds or qualify for an exemption

Class Standing
• Graduate in the top 1/3 of the HS graduating class
• Graduate with a GPA of at least 3.0 on a 4-point 

scale or the equivalent

Advanced Math

• Complete at least one math course beyond 
Algebra II

• Complete at least one advanced career and 
technical course, as permitted by the Texas 
Education Code

To receive priority 
consideration for an IY 
award, an eligible student 
must meet the state priority 
deadline and at least one
high school graduation 
requirement in at least two
of the Priority Areas.

342018 OnCourse Webinar
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TEG – Initial Year (IY) Eligibility 

Student is classified by the 
institution as a Texas resident

Student is registered with 
Selective Service, or exempt

Student has financial need
Student is enrolled at least 3/4 time 
in a degree plan leading to a first
associate, baccalaureate, master’s, 
or doctoral degree

Student is not concurrently 
receiving an athletic scholarship

Student is not enrolled in a 
degree plan that is intended to 
lead to religious ministry

NOTE: Additional requirements may apply so please refer to the program rules and guidelines to ensure compliance.

2018 OnCourse Webinar



Other State Programs

CAL
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College Access Loan (CAL) Program

Student is classified by the 
institution as a Texas resident

Student is registered with 
Selective Service, or exempt

Student has financial need
Student is enrolled at least 1/2   
time, as determined by the 
institution 

Meet institutional satisfactory 
academic progress (SAP) 
requirements

Receive a favorable credit 
evaluation

NOTE: Additional requirements may apply so please refer to the program rules and guidelines to ensure compliance.

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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College Access Loan (CAL) Program
The CAL Program provides alternative loans to Texas students at public 
and private institutions.

• Currently, the CAL carries a fixed annual interest rate of 5.3%
• Borrowers and or co-borrowers, must have a minimum Experian 

VantageScore of 650 to receive credit approval
• Loan amount can not exceed COA

2018 OnCourse Webinar



39

Exemption and Waiver Programs

There are more than 
50 exemption and 
waiver programs 

available to students.

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/PDF/3451.PDF? 

2018 OnCourse Webinar

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/reports/PDF/3451.PDF
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Helpful Facts about Exemptions and Waivers

Most exemptions and waivers are 
not need-based aid

Not all exemption and waivers are
mandatory (some are optional)

Exemptions allow special groups 
of students to pay a reduced 
amount of tuition and fees

Waivers allow special groups of 
nonresidents to pay a reduced 
tuition rate

Most exemption and waiver recipients must meet institutional SAP requirements to 
continue receiving the award

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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• Websites
• Institutional Toll Free Number 
• How to “CONTACT US” 

2018 OnCourse Webinar



CollegeforAllTexans.com

HHLoans.com

THECB.state.tx.us

42

THECB Websites

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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Financial Aid Services
Texas Financial Aid Information Center 

(TFAIC)

For questions call:
(888) 311-8881

2018 OnCourse Webinar



How to “Contact Us”

44

Select "Financial Aid Question" option 
under Contact Reason, to ensure the 
inquires are routed to our department. 

Why use the “Contact Us” link?
• “Contact Us” is never closed or on 

vacation
• Inquiries can be tracked and 

documented

2018 OnCourse Webinar
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Campus-Level Best Practices
FAFSA Improvement 



21% increase 
year over year 

Effective Strategies to Increase 
FAFSA Completion



What Strategies Did We Use?
• FSA ID workshops, FAFSA night

• E-mails to senior families

• Incentive programs for FAFSA completion

• Presentations in Econ classes

• Meet 1 on 1 with student, then have them start FAFSA and 
complete student part

• Follow up phone call to parent/guardian about completing 
FAFSA



Leveraging TEKS to increase FAFSA 
completion

• (21) Personal financial literacy. The student understands the various 
methods available to pay for college and other postsecondary education and 
training. The student is expected to:

• (A) understand how to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) provided by the United States Department of Education;

• (B) research and evaluate various scholarship opportunities such as those 
from state governments, schools, employers, individuals, private companies, 
nonprofits, and professional organizations;

• (C) analyze and compare student grant options;
• (D) analyze and compare student loan options, including private and federal 

loans;
• (E) research and evaluate various work-study program opportunities; and
• (F) investigate nontraditional methods of paying for college or postsecondary 

education and training.



Resources for your tool belt
Track your 

progress using a 
run chart

When planning 
events/interventions use 

a PDSA



WEBINARS IN 2018-2019 

• DECEMBER 4TH, 2018: SUCCESSFUL COURSE PLANNING & ENDORSEMENTS
• JANUARY 8TH, 2019:  SCHOLARSHIPS & FINANCIAL AID
• FEBRUARY 5TH, 2019: ADVISING & TEACHING CAREER PATHWAYS
• MARCH 5th, 2019: ASSESSMENTS & TEST TAKING STRATEGIES
• APRIL 2ND, 2019: ESSAYS, WRITING SAMPLES & RESUMES
• MAY 7TH, 2019: COLLEGE READINESS & THE TSIA EXAM
• JUNE 4TH, 2019: ADVISING STUDENTS WITH UNIQUE NEEDS & CIRCUMSTANCES

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tfuITbnFS4iQYs2DOz791w
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_BCJkm0_yQz-Ln6jwU5oHyA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_J1JBAO-XQ8iVFHqzpEDNzw
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Hoo2fmuvQPOiLfGUzOIGGQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9p9KT31CRri1NwTKJczAIQ
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9qDcKP6XQVavkD172jTrZg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_K_L9efHNQZCixSU1YAj4XQ


Questions?
Next webinar will be on December 4th, 2018 10:00 am 
SUCCESSFUL COURSE PLANNING & ENDORSEMENTS


